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AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE 
 
Pesticide Investigation Cover Sheet 
 
 
 
Please investigate this incident.  When your investigation is complete, send your report and 
this form to your supervisor. 
 
 
Investigation Title: (PEIR/PCR)  PCR 4 SJ Custom Farming 3-2-17 concern about drift 
 
 
Biologist: Harriet Heath 
 
 
Initiate Date (w/in 2 days): 3/2/17 
 
 
Completion Target Dates: 
  

(Draft w/in 30 days): 4/2/17 
 
(Final w/in 60 days): 6/2/17 
 
 

Does this investigation involve:      □ Over-tolerance (OT)         □ Ag/Urban Interface ? 
 
Biologist Hours _______6________      Supervisor/Manager Hours ________2_________ 
 
 
 
 
 
DO NOT RELEASE MEDICAL INFORMATION 
 
The medical information contained in complaints and investigations is confidential.  This 
includes the information contained in the Doctor’s First Report.  This information is not 
subject to the California Public Records Act and therefore cannot be released to any person, 
employer or entity except by subpoena.  An exception to this is the Department of Pesticide 
Regulation.  Please be sure to use the updated Medical Release Authorization form (revision 
date 2/04) when conducting investigations.  If you have any questions, please talk to your 
supervisor or a manager. 
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Pesticide Incident Telephone and Contact Tracking Log 
 
Incident Name 
or Number 

PCR 4 SJ Custom Farming 3-
2-17 drift 

Complainant 
Name 

Greg Donavan 

Biologist 
 

Harriet Heath   

 
Date/Time Parties Involved Topic 
2/28/17  Discussed application equipment and possibility of drift to 

Midland School when he was going to spray the block next 

to the school. He said he wanted us there to observe the 

application. witnessed and performed an 

inspection on the application taking place on 2-28-17. 

About 

3/2//17 

 

  called to report concerns of  

doing herbicide work near Midland School, 5100 Figueroa 

Mountain Road.  

3/9/17  witnessed and performed an inspection on the 

application next to Midland School 
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Summary   
 

, a staff member of Midland School (a private school) called the Santa Barbara 
County Agricultural Commissioner’s Office, (SBCAC) on March 2, 2017 to report concerns 
relating to the new school regulations and to proactively prevent any possible pesticide drifts 
from occurring onto the Midland School grounds when  sprays the block next to 
the school.  was under the incorrect assumption that the new proposed 
regulations relating to schools had been implemented into regulation. 
 
Background 
 

 (SJ Custom Farming) sprayed broadleaf herbicides on wheat on 2/28/17 and 
the application was inspected by H HEATH.  The inspection took place at 9am, and was in 
compliance with all regulations, conditions and label requirements. Amine 4, 2,4-D (EPA Reg. 
# 34704-120), Rifle (EPA Reg. # 34704-861) and LI700 (EPA Reg. # 34704-50035) were the 
products applied. These are the same products that were used last year on 3/10/16 when 
SBCAC sampled for drift on an application made by  which laboratory results 
showed no pesticides detected for the Midland School grounds property.  was 
concerned about the possibility of drift.  
 
Violations 
None 
 
Witnesses 
 

NAME/Title ADDRESS  EMPLOYER TELEPHONE 
 PO Box 8  

Los Olivos, CA 93441 
Midland School 

 
  

 
PO Box 91, Solvang, 
CA 93463 

SJ Custom 
Farming  

Harriet Heath / Agricultural 
Biologist 

263 Camino del 
Remedio, Santa 
Barbara, CA 93110 

SB Ag 
Commissioner 

(805) 681-
5600 

 
Investigation and Statements Information    
 

 called to report that  was spraying just south of the school and 
was working his way towards Midland School.  was concerned that the new 
school regulations had changed and that they were not going to be met.  
 

I inspected  on 2/28/17 and there were no non-compliances. We discussed the 
application equipment, wind conditions. Additionally, we discussed the schools concern of a 
drift possibility and possibilities of the applicator using a different herbicide for the blocks 
closest to the school than from previous years. agreed to use non-restricted 
pesticides and add a drift retardant to reduce the likelihood of drift.  I monitored the 
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application on 3/9/17 and there were no non-compliances noted. The wind (2-4 MPH north 
east to south west), was blowing away from the school during the application time period. 
 
The CAC has a note in the file of SJ Custom Farming’s permit to ensure that this sensitive 
sight next to the Midland School grounds is addressed each year while renewing the permit.  
 
Findings   
 
The School reported no drift symptoms on any plant material for the 2017 applications. The 
SBCAC informed Midland School the new regulations were currently in the comment phase 
and not adopted as regulation at this time. SJ Custom Farming has a note in the permit file to 
make sure that this sensitive sight is addressed each year during permit renewal.  
 
Attachments 
 
Pesticide Use Monitoring Inspection Reports 2/28/17 10104-850289 and 3/9/17 104-850291 
 
 

 Report Prepared By  Date  Report Reviewed By  Date 

Harriet Heath 8/1/17   
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Application Inspection of the block closest to the School: 
 






